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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE . 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN REPLY REFER TO SUllyS Hill G"^© 1^636^6, 
Quarterly and Calander Ft. Tot ten, N. Dakota, 
Yr. Report. Dec. 31, 1937. 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 

This is the quarterly report and Calender Year report for the period 
ending Dec, 31, 1937, Below there is given the number of game animals that 
were on the Preserve before any were disposed of this fall, the number that 
were disposed of and those that were left at the end of the Calender Year: 

Buffalo 
Elk 
Deer 
Beaver 

On Pres. end July. 
25 
39 
12 
5 

Loss. 
0 
1 
2 
0 

81 

Disposed of: 
7 
11 
0 
0 

Left on Pres. 

18 

Dec. 
is~t 

27 

10 
_ 5_j/ 
~60 / 

31, 1937, 

.1 

The buffalo that are left on the Preserve are all in good shape except 
one old cow that is rather thin due to old age and poor teeth it is supposed. 
It has been reported that the meat of one three year old bull buffalo which 
was not fit to sell was (the front quarters and neck given to the Indiana 
for dog meat and the hind quarters to the WPA men to eat) given away. The hide 
was sold. The buffalo had been injured sometime before he was slaughtered by 
fighting it is supposed. The elk are all doing well. It was found that the 
cow elk were thinner (those that were slaughtered this fall) than they are 
as a rule during the fall. One cow elk was found dead due to some unknown 
cause this fall. The deer seem to be doing well. It is believed that there are 
more deer on the Preserve than we have been able to count. If more are counted 
in the future they will be reported. It is believed that the beaver are not 
doing so well because there has been such a small amount of water in the small 
lake this fall. They were not able to get as much food ready for winter as 
they did last fall. We have piled some small aspen poles near their winter 
home and will put corn down their holes from time to time during the winter. 
We will help them all that we can. The 18 Canada Geese are doing well in the 
bird yard and bird house. 

J 
There are but few fur bearing animals on the Preserve except raccoons y' 

which are rather numerousy There are a few skunkar'in the pasture, a very few 
weasels and possibly two pair of mink. It has been planned to trap some of the 
raccoon and skunk early next spring if they come down around the small lake or 
the buildings where the geese and wild ducks neat. All of these small animals 
are hunted and trapped by the Indians and also white hunters as soon as they 
go outside the Preserve area. 

Many insectivorous birds stopped here a short time early lasxt spring 
but not many of them nested here because there was not much moisture and not 
so much bird food for the same reason. But very few of the small birds stopped 
here long this fall because it was so dry. There were not many places that 





the migratory birds could even get a fresh drink of water let alone getting 
food to eat this fall. During the fall migration morb geese stopped on the small 
lake in the picnic grounds than during any other fall or spring because there 
was grain on the shore, fresh water, protection and other geese that called 
them down to the lake. Many ducks stopped on the small lake for a short time 
during the migration period. 

Frogs, snakes and salamanders seem to be most noticeable during 
falls and summers as well when we have had Plenty of moisture. During the 
rather dry summer and very dry fall theris^^fy few of the said reptiles 
noticed on the Sullys Hill Area except there were many salamanders in the 
lake in the picnic grounds and some frogs along the shore. 

There seems to have been plenty of grass for the game animals on this 
Preserve but the open part of the pasture where the animals usually graze 
was grazed as close to the ground as possible and the animals were feeding 
wore feeding on the coarser grass in the shaded timber area. The elk have 
also helped to kill off many of the small bushes by brousing them during the 
last few dry years. It was noticed that the cow elk were not fat this fall 
(those that were slaughtered) like they are as a rule during the fall. It is 
believed that the lack of grass that grows out in the open had something to 
do with their condition. The elk were in fair shape but were not so fat or some 
of them were not fat at all. There is more than enough hay on the Preserve to 
feed the animals during this winter if no more are disposed pf. It has been 
planned to dispose of 9 elk and one buffalo alive yet this^Sfc^i? there is 
any call for them. It is not best to capture elk in the corral after the end 
of January since the cows are apt to be injured from then on. 

There have been but few of the migratory birds that stopped long on Sullys 
Hill Preserve Shore Waters of Devils Lake since the water in the said lake is 
strong with alkali. So no hunting was done along that part of the Preserve and 
a close watch has been kept and no hunting has been done on any other part of 
the Preserve during the past year to the best of my knowledge. The outside 
fence is patrolled about once a week and we are out in the pasture more or leas 
for different reasons during each week. 

During the last quarter of this Galander year, the foundation, frame 
work, sheeting and placing the roof boards on a cottage for an assistant have 
been completed by WPA men and other WPA men have done much work in the pasture 
removing stumps and trees for another fire trail in the ***** north east part 
of the Preserve. Most of the lumber used in the cottage so far has been received 
from the Lower Souris Refuge near Kramer, N. Dak. 

ikbout 65 tons of hay has been hauled from the lake bottom land and part of 
it stacked in the corral in the pasture and the rest of it stacked in the south 
part of the Preserve for winter feeding. As a rule the hay is stacked earlier 
in the fall or late summer but it was left as long as possible this year because 
it was so dry and we wished to take as little chance of having it burned up 
as possible. Also about 25 acres of the lake bottom land was seeded to mixed 
grass seed and some of it to rye to be cut for hay next sipnner. 
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Below has been given the number of cars and visitors that were to the 
Preserve during the calander year ending Dec. Bl, 1957: 

Jan., Feb. and Mar. *57. 
April 
May 
June 

Gars. 
4 

Visitors. 
75 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

17 
557 
805 
1357 
843 
552 
175 
56 
14 

222 
2985 
5766 
6145 
4050 
2677 
1074 
587 
120 

4 358 21 499 

Of course most of the visitors were people that live within 40 
miles of The Sullys Hill Preserve but there were noticed many cars here that 
had licenses on them from other states. Many of the visitors were taken 
over the WPA roads in the pasture where there was a better chance to see 
some of the elk and the buffalo. 

The shop building has been wired for electricity,during December. One 
hundred bushels of ear corn and about 50 bushels of barley were received from 
the Souris Hiver Bird Refuge for feeding purposes during this winter. Also 
about 200 bushels of mixed wheat and other grains were received from the 
Upper Mississippi Refuge for use on this Preserve for game birds and the 
game animals. Much care has been taken during the year and the quarter so 
there would be as little chance of fires getting started where they were not 
wanted as possible. The leaves were kept away from the buildings, no smoking 
was allowed in buildings or other places where there would be danger of 
a fire getting started that would do damage and plowed fire guards were made 
around the corral and supply of hay. 

v buck 
P. S. On Dec. 27th, one 1937Adeer was found dead near the feed yard® He had 
been sick for about three days before he was found dead. On Dec. 28, 1937 
a mature doe was found dead. These deer were placed in the warm shop building 
and on Dec. 29, 1957, Government Veterinarian, Mr. H. L. Kester came to the 
Preserve and we examined the 1937 buck. He had been dead about 4 days and 
Mr. Kester stated that he could find no cause why he should have died. The 
other one was not examined because she was still frozen and the Veterianarian 
did not believe that we could find anything from the second carcass since 
they both roust have died from the same cause. A further report will be made 
concerning this loss and and a close watch will be kept of the deer. 

With best wishes and greetings of the season, I am 

Copy mailed to Omaha. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

•.pu-a  ̂

IN REPLY REFER TO Sullys Hill (Jarae Preserve, 
Ft. Totten, N. Dakota, 

Sept. 30, 1937. 

Ghief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. G. 

Dear Sir: 

This is the quarterly report for the quarter ending September 
30, 1937. 

On Sept. 30, 1937^there are the following game animals on the 
Sullys Hill Preserve; 25 buffalo (two more calves Itove been born during the 
quarter making a total of six calves) ; 39^1k; Ifc deer and 5"beaver. There 
are also the 18 Canada geese. The buffalo are all in good shape except 
one old cow that is not in as good condition as she should be for the fall 
period. The elk have been seen many times during the quarter but they are 
rather timid and do not remain long in one placa,fv/hen a person w near 
and they have not all been counted recently. One^rawn was noticed a few 
weeks ago with its mother, after a few weeks the deer will be fed grain 
and we will have a better chance to count them all. The water in the small 
lake has become much lower during the last six weeks and it is not as 
good for the beaver as we would like to have it. As soon as they commence 
to store up food for winter, a load or two of small green poles will be 
placed near their house. We have already put about two loads of green 
aspen limbs in the water near their holes for their use during the last 
few weeks. The 18 Canada geese have been staying on and around the small 
lake. We have been scattering out grain along the shore of the small lake 
for the geese and the several hundreds of wild ducks that have been staying 
on the lake in the picnic grounds during most of September. 

AS near as is known, no predatory animals are on the Preserve. There 
are a number of raccoons on the Preserve, a few skunk, a few weasels and 
it is believed that there not over four mink. There are such a few of these 
animals that nothing has been done to reduce their numbers. The skunks do y/ 
damage to birds and it has been planned to trap them if it is found where 
they are staying. It has been planned to capture a few of the raccoon alive 
and ship them to another government project (a letter concerning the same 
has been mailed to the Hegional and Washington Offices) when it has been 
learned how to capture them without injuring them. Of course all of the 
fur animals are trapped and huntesl by the Indians and white people as 
soon as they are outside the Preserve. 

About three weeks ago the large insectivorous birds (such as robins 
and flickers) were noticed moving southward. During the last week many of 
the smaller birds have been noticed on their southward migration. Other 
small birds, such as the finches left this region about the first of Sept. 
or earlier. There were about 100 of each species noticed. About 500 ducks 
have been staying on the small lake in the picnic grounds much of the time 
during the last three weeks. It is believed that none of them were birds 
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from the north. During the last few days of the quarter, the weather has been 
very cool and snow has been reported about 100 miles north of here. It is 
believed that the northern water fowl will be here within two or three days. 

As has been reported during the last few weeks, it has been very dry 
in this region during the last six weeks. We have noticed but few frogs here 
during the last three months, very few snakes and no salamanders except 
during the last few days of September when a little rain was received. After 
the showers, many small salamanders were noticed on the surface of the 
ground where it had become moist. 

The grass dried up on most of the pasture area before we received 
any frost. There are more game animals in the big pasture now than should 
be kept over for another year. Due to the extra dry weather, many of the 
shrubs have been eaten on more than was best for them and some have died. 
The better grass on the higher places has been grazed close. It is believed 
that the grass on the hills is in better shape and more of it than there 
was a year ago this time. There is plenty of the coarser grass that grows 
in the timbered part of the Preserve. 

The outside fence has bee^patrolled a number of times during the 
period (about once a week), frequent trips aiK isa have been made over the 
trails in the pasture and on the highway that passes thru preserve land 
along the Devils Lake shore. For fire protection, the trails have been 
kept black, a wide area or strip has been kept black around the corrals, 
leaves and grass have been raked up and hauled away from around the build
ings and no smoking has been allowed in the pasture or other places where 
a fire might get started that would do damage. 

During part of the period five WPA men have been each working 100 
hours on the Preserve, a concrete floor and approach was put in the shop 
building, the machine shod braced up and more space made up above to store 
lumber and other heavy articles, two windows put in the office and other 
smaller jobs. The men on WPA have been helping cut brush along the outside 
fence where snow drifts during the winter, helped clean up in the picnic 
grounds for fire protection and other jobs. Three men on maintenance have 
kept the roads in shape, worked with WPA men on the work done by the WPA 
men, put up about 30 tons of hay and other work. 

All of the hay was put up that there was to put up for winter feeding 
for the animals. There was not so much hay to put up this summer as during the 
past on tne Preserve meadow but it was of a better quality. There is more 
than enough hay stacked on the Preserve than the animals will need during 
the coming winter. It is planned to always have plenty of hay if possible. 
During the last part of September some seeding has been done of brorae grass 
seed and rye for forage next summer. The grass seed sowed Last spring did not 
come up good (possibly it was poor seed) or if it did come up good, the hoppers 
and dry weather killed off much of it. So it seemed advisable to sow more 
seed again this fall to be sure of hay in time next aumer. 
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There have "been the followin^nu^l^r of visitors and oars to the 
Preserve: July, 1557 cars and 6143 xxxk; ̂ ugust, 843 cars and 4050 visitors 
and September there were 55a cars and 2677 visitors. They make a total of 
2,732 cars and 12,870 *± asocx KitJi visitors that were to the Preserve during 
the quarter. A man and myself have been on duty during the quarter on 
Sundays and holidays(and other times when needed) looking after the visitors 
in the grounds, taking them into the pasture and etc., a man has been on 
duty counting visitors (on Sundays and holidays)and a woman in the rest room 
for women on Sundays and holidays. It took much extra care and work to see 
that no fires were started where they were not wanted especially during the 
last six weeks due to the very dry weather. Many 33-61- Sullys Hill Information 
and other useiful pamphlets have been given to the public in the Rest Room 
mainly, Yisitors are well pleased after they have visited this Preserve. 

Many other small jobabhat have not been menitioned have been done 
during the period. The signs were put in shape on the Preserve and especially 
along the part of the Preserve that takes in part of Devils Lake. One man and 
myself reposted the Chase Lake Bird Refuge and inspected the area and the 
Stump Lake Refuge will also be reposted before hunting season opens. The 
first shipment(of a number of such shipments) of grain for winter bird 
feeding, for water fowl feeding and for deer and government horses was re
ceived on Sept. 30, 1937. He have commenced to put out grain for the 
pheasants and other birds as well as the ducks and geese. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN REPLY REFER TO Sullys Hill Gone Preserve^ 
Ft. Totten, N. Dakota, 

June 30, 1937. 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs 

This is the report for the quarter endingTune 30, 1937 and also for 
the fiscal year ending on the saiae date. Below is given the number of game 
aniraals on the Preserve at the end of the sxiKXtibet year and other informations 

On Preserve last, 1937 Increase Disposed 
fall. Loss. by birth. of 

Buffalo 22 4 3 
Elk 31 10 Est. 2 
Deer 16 unknown 
Beaver 5 0 unknown 

74 5 14 5 

Left on Preserve 
June 30, 1937. 

' " E3 f 
39 ̂  
11/ 
5 
78 

The £3 buffalo all are very nice animals and are in extra good 
shape. Three year old bull buffalos were disposed of for meat last 
winter. We were not able to dispose of any of them alive for Preserves 
or parks. Of the 31 elk only two were disposed of. One cow elk was 
donated for a North Dakota park and one old cow with a lump on her jaw 
was shot and the carcass buried# Five deer were lost. One of the animals 
injured itself by jumping against the fence or some other object. The 
four other deer died of some form of lung trouble. It is believed that 
they become weak due to eating sweet clover and then died of some form 
of pneumonia. One carcass was examined at the State Experimental Station 
at Fargo, N. Dak. Next winter it has been planned to feed the deer grain 
twice a day and little or no sweet clover. The clover hay that they eat last 
winter was very good hay, free from mold and hay like itr said to be good 
feed by the State Experimental Station, 

The beaver built a house on the shore of the small lake last fall 
and seemed to do well during the winter. Not much has been seen of them 
this spring but they have been busy building dams. About three miles east 
of the Preserve a mature male beaver was found dead about the middle of 
June at the edge of analkali lake. It is believed that the water caused his 
death. As there are no beaver within many miles of this Preserve except at 
the Sullys Hill Preserve, it is believed that the animal wandered away from 
this Preserve looking for other beaver. The number of beaver has not been 
changed because there may be young ones on the Preserve now. 18 old Canada 
Geese are on the small lake in the picnic grounds. Two of theia,pairs made 
nests in the bird yard this spring but a rac%on it is believed broke*~up 
the eggs and eat them. \ 





There are no predatory animals on the Preserve at this time. In the 
past coyotes have come under the fence at times but the holes'asSMtopped 
when found and if necessary poison bate is put out for them, A few dogs 
were shot during the past year that kept coming into the Preserve. Racoons 
at times cause some daroage to nesting birds and will in time(especially 
during the spring) have to be thinned out some. 

This spring and summer insectivorous birds (both in the spring 
migration and those remaining to nest during the summer) are more numerous 
than during the last few years it is believed due to more moisture having 
been received in this immediate region and more food being available for them. 
But few waterfowl remained here long tho. More geese were noticed moving 
northward this spring than during last spring a year ago it is believed. The 
number of ducks noticed did not seem to be much on the increase tho over 
recent years. Of course most of the waterfowl flew high and on to the north 
where there is more water. Very few bodies of fresh water can be found in 
this whole Sullys Hill Region. 

A great many salamanders are in the small lake. Progs are plentiful 
around the shore of the small lake and on the lower wet. land. There are 
a few striped grass snakes in this region. We have no poisonous snakes in 
this region. 

^EnS^lMfS £?Seirazing is in ve:ry good silaPe on tili3 Preserve now. 
The shrubs^such as June berry, choke-cherry, small oak second growth and 
small aspen trees have been kept rather close cropped tho. These trees and 
shrubs have not suffered so much from the brousing as from the dry weather 
during the last three years. Many of the older June berry bushes have died. 
It will be well to dispose of some of the animals this coming winter as has 
been indicated by a recent letter to the Washington Office. The upland grasses 
on the south hill slopes have died off in places due to the drouth. It is 
believed they will cover the partly bare slopes again if we have plenty of 
moisture. 

No hunting has been done on the Preserve during the past year. It is 
a seldom thing that any person climbs over the fence and wanders around the 
pasture. We know this to be true by watching the roads for tracks during the 
summer where it is dusty or muddy and watching the snow covered area along 
the fence during the winter. About five miles of new road has been constructed 
thru the pasture to act as a fire guard and during the dry part of last 
summer we had barrels of water^with a bunch o<f sacks near each barrel)placed 
at convenient places along the new road. The men were not allowed to smoke 
in the pasture during the dry time last summer. Also much brush and leaves 
were cleaned out around the bam and in the picnic grounds. The leaves and 
other things that might be set fire are kept away from the buildings. Dry 
branches are gathered and piled up near the fire places in the picnic grounds 
for use. Also of an evening after visitors have been in the picnic grounds, 
some one goas around and sees that there is no danger of any fire that might 
be left do|j^g any daraage especially if the season is dry. 
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Since August 10, 1936 until the olose of June 16, 1937« •from about 10 
to around 43 men were working on the Preserve. Of course the men only worked 
100 hours per month. A number of teams were used at times, a 60 catipillar 
tractor and large blade and other equipment. About five miles of road were 
gxaundoBi built up hill and down hill in the buffalo and elk pasture; about 
four miles of the road was graveled, some small dams were built; much cleaning 
up was done around the barn and a shelter building where there was much brush 
growing; a very good cattle guard entrance was installed at the front entrance 
a fence was built across a wet corner of the pasture(fence on dry land) ; pull 
out some trees on hay land and other smaller jobs. Also some work was done 
ranking a room in the attic of agent^s house and a new shop building was 
almost completed. 

About 60 acres of lake bottom land has been sown to tame hay and abouA* 
50 tons of very good forage for animals was stacked from it during the summer 
of 1936. At the close of June 1937 about 20 tons of hay have already been 
stacked and more will be put up later as it is ready to stack. WOT the last 
few years it -has not been necessary to purchase any hay for the animals on 
this Preserve. 

During the Fiscal year ending June 30, 1937 there have been the 
following number of visitors to the Sullys Hill Preserve; 

Cars. Tisil 
July 1936 800 4065 
August 012 3908 
September 299 1518 
October 54 707 
November 15 257 
December 9 38 
Jan., Feb. & Mar. '37- 4 75 
April 17 222 
May 557 2985 
June 005 3766 

3,452 17, 621 

More and more of the better class of visitors are coming to the 
Preserve to spend some time out in the open air, have a picnic, visit 
with their friends, drive over the roads in the pasture and rest after 
church on Sundays. Tne clean picnic grounds, tables, pure water and shelter 
buildings raake it convenient so that visitors widp^to picnic here. Almost 
all of the schools within twenty miles of here have their picnics here at 
the close of their school term. 

Besides what has been mentioned and under maintenance, most of the 
buildings that needed to be painted have been painted this spring, the roads 
have been bladed, work done on the shop building, grass seed and grain seeded 
for hay and other general maintenance work. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 

Very truly yours, / 
. 

U. S. Dame Management Agent. 



<r-

01 tuodb gNM tdl lo oeolo orlJ- Ix^m; 3661 ,01 d-ex/suA »oai8 
bestow ^Ino nsjc ©ilJ" obujoo 10 .esvieee^I eri^ no &£ii*iow siow omb 6^ botcyifl 

TBlXlqiJ"flO 06 a ,eefiLi:^ jTb boei; eiew aaiBe^ lo aodfla/xi A tdfacm imq eiuod 001 
oiaw baoi lo aeltMi avil ̂ i/odA •^oejaqli/pe nedJo bna abaid o:_.ibI bna lodoai^ 
duodB ;»iuda q tile ba* olalli/d ed^ nl ULd mrob bna Hid qu dliid talascxx^ 

ynioiislo rioim ; tllud aiaw esab IIbxie ajooe tb8l©VBTj3 eaw baoi add lo eelifii tuol 
daurid douti sum siadd ercadw aniblii/d ladXede a bxta xnad add bxu/oia oaob eaw qa 

jaofla^dna dnorcl add ds baXXadeai eaw aonaTdne biai/g eXddao booji \.i©r a jsaiwcis 
IIL-C ; bnul ̂ it no ©Ofleljanade • add lo lenioo tew a eaortqa dXiad c... ? aont-l a 

artob aaw JIIOW aaioe oeXA .Bdot laXXaBB tcaxldo bna bnaX \ari no aaaid aMoe duo 
eaw ; .libliud troda wsn a bna seuod efednaga lo oidda add ni MiO&i b 53x11; . 

. < j ;• de< 

Uncda t)j - \..... atiiid od nwoe need and bnaX icoddod o: X lo eaioa 0c duodA 
laui&iue adJ ^ininub di 4101I beaioade eaw eXaitilna 10I ©jjaiol boos 1c eaod Uc 

need \baaiXa svad xan lo enod OS duoda V60X anuX. lo aaoXo add dA •SOOX lo 
daaX add to® .afoade od xbsei ei di ea ladaX qu duq ad XXiw eiom bna beaioade 
no eXatiina and 10I x&i \nn ©eanomq od xiai eaoan need don sad' di eiat wel 

o r> «r̂ - of-!' .+ 

Qiid naad ©van ©isdd V66X ,06 ©nuL s^i^o ia©\ Xaoeili add scii^ 
leviaea-rX XXiL a^XXufc ©dd od eiodieiv lo ibdiu u sniwolicl 

•aiodieiT .eTaO 
cJ50^ 088 666X ̂ XuX 
6666 SXB tliiaWl 
exax 66S r£8d^»dq©c 
?0V i<i TsdodoO 

dX lada.avoli 
86 6 iadfii©o©<i 
OV ^ -Vi,' .Tafci ̂  .de',: t.l:l 
aas vx XjHdqa 
aeea vaa \mi 
ddW aoy aauX. 
xs6 vx sa^ ;e 

add od s^ii^oo eiodieiv lo aaalo i©dd©c and lo ©1011 ban etc I 
diaiv toinoiq a ©vnd ^nin neqo add ni duo anid OJHOS bneqe od svi©e9'rr-

letiB tL-j*: DOB ©i^uanc aid ni abncnc arid Tare avini ,Bbx-:siil T iiand i-di 
rtadXada bna ladaw aiuq teaXdiid ,ebnuois oinoiq neoXo anT .a^Bbnuc no domrio 

deo«XA •oneri oinoiq od J^iw a-iodieiv dndd oe dnainevnoo di a^iaei asaibliud 
dn ©i©xf eoinoiq nisxid ©vsd aiari lo eslirj Y^^wd niddiw aXoodoe axid lo iln 

.imad Icodoe liai - lo ©eoio ax. •-

add lo deoci ,8onBnednii3ftT lebnu bna banoidnasi naad and dadw 
abxion ©iid ,saiiq2 eixid badniaq naad ©vad badninq ad od bebaac 

babaaa ninis bn© baas BBBIS ,s^iriXiud qode add no anob atiow tb 
• At- w aoiuxiadnia Xjisna?- 11 

;i-.. • I ,ebi.^ .at lo deabni^ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUl 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

N REPLY REFER TO 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Pb, Totten, H. Dakota 

liay 15, 1937. 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. G. 

Dear Sir: 

Letter R-Sullys Hill-Reports dated May 10, 1937 was received on 
the evening of May 14, 1937 and the said report for the third quarter 
has been made out on May 15th« 

Much extra work had to be done at the end of March due to many new 
WPA men coming to work and for some cause the making out of the 3rd quarterly 
report was overlooked. The report is attached to this letter. It is regretted 
that it is late being mailed to the office. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 

Very truly yours 

U. S. Game Management Agent. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO 

/ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Sullys Hill Preserve, 
Ft. Totten, N. Dakota, 

May. 31, 1937. 

Ohief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Sir; 

The buffalo remained in very good condition during the three months. 
One ag- year old bull buffalo was slaughtered and sold for meat. The other 
19 animals left on the Preserve are very nice animals except one old cow 
that was a little thin and the old bull buffalo. One cow elk was donated 
to the North Dakota State Rirk at Wahpeton and one cow elk that had a large 
lump on one jaw and was thinjWas shot and buried. The other 29 elk left on 
the Preserve were in good shape at the close of the month. 18 Gahada Geese 
were still doing well on the Preserve at the end of the quarter. Three deer 
died during the period. One must have jumped against the fence or some other 
object or possibly its back was injured by another deer. No injured place 
could be found on its body. A little hair had been lost on the back. The 
other two deer died due to some lung trouble. One carcass was examined at 
the Preserve and the lung cavity was found to be full or almost so of blood 
and a yellowish liquid. The lungs were very dark and drawed up to only 
about a quarter of the normal size. The third carcass was shipped to the 
Veterinarian Department at the Agricultural College at Fargo, N. Dak, where 
the same was examined and the report of the examination was the same as what 
I had found to be wrong with the carcass that was examined here at the 
Sullys Hill Preserve. 

We have lost deer at this Preserve only last winter a year ago and 
this winter. During both winters the deer have had plenty of very good 
sweet clover with some alfalfa to pick in. They were fed no grain. They seem
ed to do well and was in good shape until all at once some were lost as 
has been reported* Before the past two winters the deer have been fed a 
little over a half pint(of clean ground oats and barley or clean whole oats) 
each night and morning during the colder weather when they did come up to 
the feed yard. So it looks very much as if the hay had weakened the deer 
and then they had died due to other causes due to the feeding on the said 
hay. It has been planned to feed the deer grain of a winter here after with 
but little of the said hay. 

beaver 
As near as is known, the dtaxKK are doing well and none have been 

lost during the winter. They have not been seen since late last summer but 
they have been heard splashing in the water and have eaten the hark off of 
the aspen poles piled near their house for their winter use. As was re
ported at the time, it was noticed during the winter that a mink was making 
his home in the side of the beaver house. His trail was noticed going into 
the house and last fall I saw a mink in the edge of the house. 
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There are about four mink on the Preserve, about a dozen weasels 

and possibly about 20 racoons, AS near as is known no coyotes have been 
on the Preserve during the quarter. There are a few coyotes outside the 
Preserve fence. Poison was put out for Indian dogs that kept getting 
inside the fence. The racoons are the most numerous. They go outside the 
Preserve but seem to come back inside the Preserve to their dens where 
they are not bothered. This looks to be the case as shown by their trails 
in the snow the last of the quarter. All of the anrxnrir animals are hunted 
and trapped as soon as they go outside the Preserve area. There are a few 
muskrats along the shore of the small lake in the picnic grounds. 

During the last few days of March it was reported that geese and 
ducks were noticed in this region but I did not see them. They did not 
stop in this immediate vicinity. Nuthatches, chickadees, wood-peckers 
were here all winter and tallow was put out for them, A few blue-jays 
were hero at times during the winter. We still have a few great horned 
owls hero and they could be heard at times of a night calling. 

The range in this area was all covered with snow during the period. 
The animals were able to get but little grass. The elk did brouse some tho. 
It was necessary to put out much hay for them especially during Jan. and 
February. It is believed that the elk and buffalo were able to get some old 
grass during Iviarch. We had plenty of hay and are carrying over about 60 
tons of hay for next winter. It is well stacked and should keep in good 
shape*for next winter. Due to the dry weather it looks much as if we would 
not be able to raise so much hay another summer. 

No law violations have been made on the Preserve area as far as is 
known. There is little or no danger of fire in this region during the 
winter season when the snow is on the land. No smoking is allowed in any 
of the buildings and if for any reason it is necessary to have a fire near 
any of thera, much care is taken. Gare is taken to see how the ashes are 
disposed of so there is no danger of a fire from that source. 

About nine men on Biological Survey WPA work were employeed at the 
Preserve during the quarter. These men worked along the new road mainly 
burning brush that could not be burned last fall when it was so dry and 
wind blo^ig much of the time. Some of the WPA men helped do the maintenance 
work sueremoving snow from along the fence, helping patrol the 
outside fence and other work. 

Four cars and 75 visitors were to the Preserve during the quarter. 
During most of the time the snow was deep and the weather was extremely 
cold during acbout^ half-^ef the- t-ifete- and visitors do not visit places under 
those conditions unless it is absolutely necessary or on a nice day now 
and then. 
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iJany loads of down dead wood and wood that was reiaoved froia the road 
way wore given away to people in need. The ̂ gent kept time of the WPA men 
during the winter (this quarter) since there were just a few of them and it 
did not seem best to have a foreman for such a small number. Also about 40 
to 50 bushels of grain were put out for the upland game birds in places where 
there were birds and birds could get at the grain. That is the grain was put 
out at places where the snow did not cover up the grain* I was able to save 
many hundreds of birds from starving with this grain because there was but ll 
little of the food for the birds to get at due to the drouth. There were 
very few straw stacks for them to scratch in, very few dried berries on the 
bushes and seeds on the weeds and grasses were also scarce and then the 
snow covered up much of the little food that there was for the upland game 
birds. This made it a hard job for the birds to survive the cold weather. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 

Very truly yours 

U. S, Game Management Agent, 
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